DRESS CODE

In order to teach the students good judgment and discretion in matters of
their appearance, OCE expects students to wear clothing, hairstyles,
make-up and jewelry that promote modesty, appropriateness, and
neatness, and which do not distract from the climate of Christian education
at OCE. Dress policies are established to contribute to the learning
environment of pupils so that:

1) they can excel academically in a Christian setting,

2) Godly character will be reflected in the ways they represent themselves,

3) students will wear clothing appropriate for normal school activities, and

4) students will be challenged in learning accountability, discernment, and
obedience (Hebrews 5:14; 1 Peter 2:13

A dress code is conducive to self-worth, a good study atmosphere, and a
good personal identity. (Proverbs 11:22). God knows our spiritual condition
by our hearts, but men can initially only see the physical body and how it is
attired (1 Samuel 16:7).

Even as there is appropriate clothing for church, athletics, work, etc., so too
there is appropriate clothing for school and all related activities. It is
important that families come to a cooperative agreement in this area.
Please realize that we have a wide variety of opinions regarding personal
appearance, but it is often necessary to set aside our individual desires for
the good of the overall school family. We trust the following list of guidelines
will clarify for students and parents the desire we have at OCE for our
students to glorify the Lord in their dress and grooming. As you read
through this list, please consider the three major principles that represent
the spirit of the dress code: that students are to wear clothes that are
modest, appropriate and neat.

Definition of modest: avoiding the appearance of impropriety; not
revealing too much of a person's body. Material should be opaque (not
see-through). Shoulders, midriffs (front and back), and cleavage should be
covered. No undergarments should be visible. Clothing must be
proportioned to fit—not tight or baggy.



Definition of appropriate: Similar to Business Casual

Definition of neat: clean and orderly. Clothing should be in good repair; no
holes, tears, or frays. All clothing must be proportioned to fit (not baggy, not
tight). School clothing must not be something intended to be worn as active
wear or athleisure (i.e. sweatpants, yoga pants, athletic shorts, pajama
pants, etc.)

The classroom teacher, principal, and Head of School are responsible for
administering the dress code. Teachers will carefully observe students’
dress at the beginning of each day or function and inform the student and
the office staff of any concerns as soon as possible. If a student’s clothing
does not meet the dress code, he/she will be required to substitute the
inappropriate item with a replacement item from the principal's office. The
student will need to change any inappropriate clothing in order to attend
classes.

The items outlined in the dress code do not necessarily comprise the entire
list of questionable dress practices. On occasion, there could be situations
where something not listed may have to be brought to the attention of the
student and parent. If a question arises on any issue, the decision of the
Head of School will prevail.

Procedure for Dress Code Violations
Students will be given one warning before the following procedures take
place.

When a student comes to school improperly dressed, the following
procedure will be followed:

1. The teacher will send the student to the principal’s office, indicating the
violation. Students will be treated with love and respect as they are given
an explanation for their incorrect attire.

2. The student will be issued replacement items from the supply in the
principal's office.

3. The student will return the borrowed item the next day, laundered and
folded. Failure to return the item will result in a $10.00 charge to the parent



account to replace the item.
4. Three dress code violations will result in suspension.

It is important that both parent and student diligently work to follow the
dress code, as it will be strictly enforced. We appreciate your support in this

policy.

Gentlemen

Pants
Gentlemen must wear Docker-type slacks/shorts in good condition; no rips
or tears in slacks are allowed. No blue jeans or slacks that are “skinny,”
baggy, slouch, ripped, torn, etc. are allowed. Corduroy slacks are allowed.
Blue jeans, sweatpants, or knee length athletic shorts are permitted on
announced casual days only, no rips or tears. Permissible pant colors are
navy blue, black, gray, khaki, or tan.
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Shirts

Gentlemen are required to wear Polo-type shirts (button placket and collar).
Students may not wear another shirt over their shirt nor coats or jackets,
including hoodies (except approved OCE sweatshirts), in the Learning
Center; however, students may wear a sweater or cardigan. Absolutely no
t-shirts or sports shirts of any kind. Small name brand or manufacturer
logos are acceptable if less than 1 square inch.

One Polo-type shirt with the OCE school emblem embroidered on the shirt
will be required. These shirts will be required every Monday for Chapel and
will be required for school outings upon notice. These shirts will be
available with the purchase of other school spirit wear items.
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Sweaters

Definition of a sweater per OCE dress code is: A knitted or crocheted
garment with sleeves worn over the upper body. Any solid color (limited to
allowed dress code colors) sweater without graphics or wording worn over
approved dress code shirt; only small brand name or manufacturer
logos—less than 1 square inch in size. (No denim material).

Sweatshirts/Jackets
Only OCE crew-neck sweatshirts and jackets with the OCE logo are
allowed and only when worn over dress code approved shirts. Absolutely

no hoodies are allowed under any circumstances unless otherwise
stated.

Shoes

Casual shoes should be worn (such as loafers, etc.) Casual tennis shoes
(red, white, navy, or black) may be worn, such as Keds or Skechers. This
does not include high top tennis shoes or croc type shoes.

Examples:






Other

Gentlemen are expected to be well-groomed at all times. Regular showers
and deodorant are required. Hair must be cut above the collar or must be
neatly groomed and secured with a simple elastic band at all times. All hair
must be out of the student’s face and eyes at all times. Hair should appear
natural in color—unnatural hair dyeing is prohibited (except during spirit
week and only if it can be completely washed out).

The following is not allowed:

No visible tattoos

Temporary or otherwise (including drawings with ink pen,
markers, etc)

Makeup

Nail polish

Hats

More than two finger rings

Gentlemen may not wear any hair accessories (except a simple elastic
band) or have unusual or extreme hair styles. Failure to comply with dress
code and/or administrative decisions will result in forfeiture of all dress code
privileges.

As of school year 2024-2025, present and future students will be accepted
with current piercings but will be required to refrain from obtaining any
additional facial piercings while attending OCE, subject to expulsion. Also,
all facial piercings must be plugged with an invisible plug, not posts.
Tongue ornaments must be removed while at school. All ear piercings must
be posts/studs. Male students may have up to one earring in each ear lobe.

Ladies
Dresses

Dresses or skirts must not be any shorter than the knee. Slits in
skirts/dresses must not be more than one inch above the knee. Any



solid-colored (limited to allowed dress code colors) dress that meets
modesty and neatness standards may be worn.

Pants

Ladies may wear dress slacks (corduroy slacks may be worn) with buttons
and/or zippers at the waist. Dress slacks do not include tight fitting or
form-fitting pants. No leggings, stirrups, spandex, “skinny pants” or knit
pants are permitted. If pants are anything other than slacks or corduroy,
they are allowed at the discretion of the administration only. All clothing
should be modest. Blue jeans are permitted on announced casual days
only; no rips or tears. Permissible pant colors are navy blue, black, gray,
khaki, or tan. No sweatpants or athletic shorts. Solid color leggings may be
worn only under dress code length dresses or skirts. (No denim material).
No athleisure wear.
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Shirts

Ladies are expected to wear a Polo that is long enough to be tucked in. If
raising hands above your head exposes any skin, the shirt is deemed
inappropriate—no exceptions. Sleeveless shirts, including tank tops, are
not allowed. Ladies should not wear tight-fitting clothing. Students may not
wear another shirt over their shirt nor wear coats or jackets, including
hoodies (except approved OCE sweatshirts), in the Learning Center;
however, students may wear a sweater or cardigan. Absolutely no t-shirts



or sports shirts of any kind. Small name brand or manufacturer logos are
acceptable if less than 1 square inch. All shirts must also meet the
definition of “neat” and not have holes in the arms or shoulder areas.

One Polo-type shirt with the OCE school emblem embroidered on the shirt
will be required. These shirts will be required every Monday for Chapel and
will be required for school outings upon notice. These shirts will be
available with the purchase of other school spirit wear items.

Shoes

Casual shoes should be worn (such as loafers, etc.) Casual tennis shoes
(red, white, navy, or black) may be worn, such as Keds or Skechers. This
does not include high top tennis shoes or croc-type shoes. No sandals or
open toed-shoes.

Examples:

Other

Ladies are expected to be well-groomed at all times. Regular showers and
deodorant are required. Hair must be neat in appearance with no punk or
fad hairstyles. All hair must be out of the student’s face and eyes at all
times. Hair should appear natural in color—unnatural hair dyeing is
prohibited (except during spirit week and only if it can be completely
washed out.) Hair longer than the waist should be secured above the
waist.



The following is not allowed:

e False nails are permitted at the discretion of administration. Nails
deemed excessively long will be subject to removal and or required
clipping.

e No visible tattoos temporary or otherwise (including drawings with ink,
pen, markers, etc).

e Unusual or extreme hairstyles including shaved hair.

e Hats/hair coverings

e No makeup for girls 6th grade and under; moderate makeup for all
other ages.

As of school year 2024-2025, present and future students will be accepted
with current piercings but will be required to refrain from getting any
additional facial piercings while attending OCE, subject to expulsion. Also,
all facial piercings must be plugged with an invisible plug, not posts.
Tongue ornaments must be removed while at school. All ear piercings must
be posts/studs.

All dress code questions are subject to administrative discretion. Failure to
comply with dress code and/or administrative decisions will result in
forfeiture of all dress code privileges.

Casual Day

OCE will designate specific days as Casual Days. On these days, students
must adhere to the following standards:

Clothing should not have writing, logos larger than 1 square inch, or pop
culture references. OCE will designate certain days for Chiefs or Royals
apparel. These items are only permitted on those pre-communicated days.

. All shorts or skirts must be at least knee-length.
. Jeans or pants must not contain rips, tears, holes, etc.
. Leggings are never permissible as pants.

. No pop culture references or writing on clothing.



Coming Requirements for 2025-2026 School Year

Navy Blue Jackets with school emblem embroidered on the left shoulder.
School jackets can be ordered from French Toast and embroidered
emblems can be put on the jackets at Cumpies. Jackets can be and are
encouraged, but not required for this school year and will be worn on
Chapel days and on school outings when requested.




